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oQert Hastings has 
been searching for 
the truth about UFOs 

.for nearly 20 years . 
Hastings, in northern New 

Mexico recently for lectures and 
research, said UFOs are real 
and that for nearly 40 years U. S. 
gqvernment agencies have kept 
secret evidence of their exis­
tence . He has a stack of evi­
dence : reC'ords he says he's got­
ten through Freedom of 
Information requests from the 
U .S. government. 

"I can sympathize with their 
rpotivations fqr keeping things 
secret but I personally believe 
the public has a right to know 
the truth ," he said. 

Hastings said government of­
ficials decided early in the 1950's 
not to reveal the evidence it had 
gathered since the first unidenti-

. fied flying objects were reported 
in 1948. "A decision was made to 
keep the public in the dark about 
UFOs.'' 
, ~ majqt,.fa~tor in deciding not 

lie panic, he said. "They were tains near Los Alamos. . about the UFO coverup bec·ouse 
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Hastings was referring .to the o ~ ~. g 5' Both are involved in the nation's fewer want to talk Somebody e. : 1:!. ..... z . / . . 
historic Mercury Theatre radio '< t'J1 ~ ~ (I) nuclear weapon production. has to do it.'' 
production of H. G. Wells' War of Ol Ol ~ ~ 
the H'orlds, the sci-fi story of a Er g ~ ~· s· ~ Hastings said in the 1$M)Os and 
Martian invasion of Earth. The · ~ a o- ,... a. ro 1970s there were a number of ~ ro o --· X d 1 broadcast, wWch modernized ..... rll :l n P> -· sightings reported aroun nuc e-
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And Hastings also believes the e El Ul • '"' ':i' whieh he has document evJ-
secrecy continues today because .!"'"" su o § ro dence was in August 1980 at Kirt-
the ''visitors" seem to have an Er; g a.~ land Air Force Base .. 
extreme interest in U .S. nuclear ~ g -E. ~· ~· 
weapons and military installa- ~ ~ ~ E. ~ 
tions. "l think Cthe government> a. a P> ..., 

is worried abc~ut the public reac- s· ~ ·~ .., ~ 
tion if and when the public finds 
out about tht! nuclear weapons 
related a~tivity," he said. 

Hastings said for 18 months in 
1948-49 there were more than 150 
UFO slghttngs in New Mexico, 
mostly near Lo~ Ala.mos, Hallo­
man Air Force Base, White 
Sands Mis~ile Range, and Kirt­
land Air Foree .Base. 

H astings has copies of 
what he says are Fed­
eral Bureau of Inves-

tigation memos from 1949 and 
1950 that detail the ~w Mexico 
sightings. One of the 1950 memos 
from Guy Hottel, an FBI special 
agent, to FBI director J. Edgar 
Hoover said "three so-called fly­
ing saucers had !>een re~~>Vered 

The ifltelligence report he has 
said a craft, which guards at 

.first thought was a helicopter, 
was reported near a bunker C'On­
taining nuclear materi~. When 
security guards arrived, they 
found a circular craft and when 
they approached it shot straight 
up into the air and took off. 

Hastings said his information 
is based primarily on Central In­
telligence Agency, Federal Bu­
reau of "Investigation, National 
Security Agency, and military 
files that were among 981 docu­
ments released to 'N. Todd 
Zec:hel , a former NSA employee, 
who received the documents af­
ter a · lengthy Freedom of Infor­
mation court battle in the 1970s. 

"During the lawsuit the CIA 
conceded it had more than 10,000 
classified files on UFOs. There 
is still a lot more information to 
get." 

Hastings said he was an Air 
Force brat and a C'lose ent·oun­
t:er of the first lc.ind in Montan·a 
got pim in~eres~ed in UFO 's. an,d 
their relatwnsh1p to the natiOn s 
defenses. 

Hastings said he was in a!l air 
traffic control tower in Montana 
in March of. 1967 when there 
were multiple sightings of un­
known aircraft. As soon as they 
were sighted Hastings was ''}?us­
tled out of the room.'· · 

He later learned the objects · 
were v.;atched for about 30 min­
utes around missile silo loca­
tions and were neither airplan~s 
nor helicopters . "They were ob­
served at speeds of up to 4,800 
miles per hour and doing thirigs 
that neither ours nor Soviet eT aft 
could do at tne time .' ' 

He had a passing interest in 
UFOs and their sightings until 
1973 when he started interview­
ing former and retired militaY?' 

· - principally Air Force - offJ ­
cers about sightings and govern­
ment reaction. ··Tne deeper 1 
got into it the more information I 
wanted to find out .'' 

And his quest began. 


